[image: A green logo with white text

Description automatically generated][image: ]                                                                                                    


[image: ]Film Studies A Level
Huish Headstart



[image: A green logo with white text

Description automatically generated]     
                  [image: ]


Film Studies A Level 
What This Booklet Is and How to Use It 
So, you have chosen to study Film Studies at Richard Huish College. Congratulations, a great choice!  This will mean that you have an avid interest in the subject, but learning about Film may be new to you, or you may have studied it as one of your GCSEs.   The activities in this booklet will help you, whatever the stage of your learning. For the complete beginner, they will give you a taste of the course content that await you when you choose to study Film at Richard Huish College. For those of you who took it for GCSE, they will add real depth to your knowledge about the subject, while giving you fresh ideas about ways in which to approach it. 






Part One (2 hours)
Letterboxd

On your Film Studies A Level course, we want you to carry out a research task to present to us in September telling us a little more about you as a person, and your taste in films!

The Internet is an important resource for us in Film Studies. As a prospective Film Studies student, it is highly likely that you use the internet regularly. The first thing that we want you to do is to create a Letterboxd account (if you already have one setup then please use this). Letterboxd allows you to list, rate, review and log all the films that you have watched. Log on https://letterboxd.com/ to sign up.
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Task 1
After setting up an account, the first Letterboxd list we would like you to create will be called “Top 10”. In here we want you to list and rate your personal top ten films of all time. No judgement, these can be guilty pleasure films or just generally films that you have enjoyed!


Task 2
The second Letterboxd list we would like you to create will be called “Films You NEED To See”. Within this list, we would like you to rate and list 10 films that you believe have social or cultural value. In your review you need to justify why they have social or cultural value. For example, Alien (1979) has a significant cultural value due to its representations of gender. Ellen Ripley was a revolutionary character as before Alien, science fiction was a predominantly a male dominated genre. Ripley spectacularly bucks the trend of the hysterical and helpless female who requires rescuing by her male counterpart. She is intelligent, strong and determined throughout making her a role model for young women around the globe.  
 

Part Two (3 hours)
Film Analysis

Task 1
Choose a scene from one of your favourite films. Write an essay based on the following question: 

“Explore how filmmakers use specific techniques to create an emotional impact?” Refer to a key scene from your chosen film. 

You should consider the following:
· How is sound used to create meaning?
· How is editing used to create meaning?
· How is costume/set design used to create meaning?
· How is camera work used to create meaning?
Your response should be between 1000 and 1500 words and written in standard English/essay format. 

Film Viewing List (3 hours+)

Task 2

Over the summer, try and watch as many of the below to increase your Film Literacy. 

	Film
	Director
	Year

	Moonlight
	Barry Jenkins
	2016

	The Piano 
	Jane Campion
	1993

	Daughters of the Dust
	Julie Dash
	1991

	The Hurt Locker
	Kathryn Bigelow
	2008

	Jaws
	Steven Spielberg
	1975

	Mississippi Masala
	Mira Nair
	1991

	2001: A Space Odyssey
	Stanley Kubrick
	1968

	The Shining
	Stanley Kubrick
	1980

	The Matrix
	The Wachowskis
	1999

	Milk
	Gus Van Sant
	2008

	Get Out
	Jordan Peele
	2017

	Once Upon a Time in the West
	Segio Leone
	1968

	Ladri Di Biciclette – The Bicycle Thieves
	Vittorio De Sica
	1948

	Fish Tank
	Andrea Arnold
	2009

	The Wicker Man
	Robin Hardy
	1973

	Kes
	Ken Loach
	1969

	Don’t Look Now
	Nicolas Roeg
	1973

	Ladybird 
	Greta Gerwig
	2017

	Ex Machina
	Alex Garland
	2017

	Hereditary 
	Ari Aster
	2018

	What We Do In The Shadows
	Taika Waititi 
	2014

	Annihilation
	Alex Garland
	2018

	Kidulthood
	Mehaj Huda
	2006

	The Grand Budapest Hotel
	Wes Anderson
	2014

	Children of Men
	Alfonso Cuaran
	2006

	Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind
	Michel Gondry
	2004

	Into the Wild
	Sean Penn
	2007

	Her
	Spike Jonze
	2013

	Donnie Darko
	Richard Kelly
	2001



Things to read
Empire Magazine www.empireonline.com/
BFI: Sight and Sound www.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/sight-sound-magazine
BBC  Technology news www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology
BFI Website www.bfi.org.uk/
Student Filmmakers   www.studentfilmmakers.com/
Videomaker magazine   www.videomaker.com/magazine
Filmmaker IQ  https://filmmakeriq.com/
MovieMaker Magazine www.moviemaker.com/

Things to listen to
Kermode on Film   https://play.acast.com/s/kermodeonfilm
Pilot TV Podcast https://play.acast.com/s/pilottvpodcast
No Film School Podcast    https://play.acast.com/s/the-no-film-school-podcast
The Empire Film Podcast https://play.acast.com/s/theempirefilmpodcast

Things to follow
Huishmedia on Instagram
Indie Filmmaking Blog  www.lightsfilmschool.com/blog/
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