
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIMINOLOGY 

 



 

 

 
WHAT IS HUISH HEADSTART? 

 

The idea behind Huish Headstart is to begin your studies of your chosen subjects at college. For Criminology this 

means completing tasks that will get you thinking about the types of content we will visit on the course. Timings for 

each task are provided as guidance as to how long you should be spending on each element. 

 

Some tasks are content based – meaning that they directly connect with things that you will study on the course. 

Others are more logistical in terms of developing your skills and techniques to support your studies. Remember – 

Criminology is a social science, you will be researching, discussing, arguing and developing knowledge around an 

array of exciting topics! Take a look at the activities below to get started on your journey into the realms of… 
CRIMINOLOGY! 

ACTIVITY 1: RESEARCH INTO KILLERS 

Can you spot a killer from an innocent person? Are their certain characteristics that are genetic that 

means you will become a criminal? Are some people born evil? Lombroso was a theorist who 

helped found modern day psychological profiling and he believed your facial features gave crucial 

clues as to whether you were born to be a criminal – meaning that you were born criminal.  

OR is it down to how we are nurtured? Are criminals created because of the environment they grow 

up in? Bandura believed we learned our criminal behaviour through peer and family observation, 

much like a child learns from watching those around them – meaning that you are made criminal.  

 

TASK: Conduct research into these four killers and create a fact-file -   

 

A = Myra Hindley 
 

B = John Wayne Gacy 
 

 
C = Edmund Kemper 

 

 
D = Aileen Wuornos 

 

 

Your fact-file should include the following: 

• Crime - What did they do? (E.g. What was the crime? Who were their victims?) 

• Nurture (Made) - Key childhood experiences, mental illness, trauma, social influences… 

• Nature (Born) - Any biological traits… (e.g. genes, brain structure, neurochemistry) 

 

TASK: At the end of your fact-files, write a short paragraph on: Are criminals born or made? Justify your answer 

using your own research. 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS CRIMINOLOGY? WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

Criminology is a study of criminal justice 
and law enforcement. It looks at crime, 
offenders and victims. Who are these 

and how are they investigated? 

 

Unit 1 Changing awareness of crime 

Unit 2 Criminological theories 

Unit 3 Crime scene to courtroom 

Unit 4 Crime & punishment 

 
Link to specification for more information:  

Level 3 Criminology 
 

1 HOUR 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/criminology-level-3/#tab_keydocuments


ACTIVITY 2: MEDIA REPRESENTATIONS OF CRIME 

 

In Unit 1 of Criminology, you will study the media representations of crime and the impact the media can have on 

the public perceptions of crime. In this activity, you will explore how different forms of media portray crime.  

 

PART 1: Explore the six media types below and find one example of how each portrays crime. Identify whether the 

portrayal is factual (e.g. news, documentary) or fictional (e.g., drama, game, song). We have covered newspapers in 

brief detail to guide your responses, but you should be writing a little more than we have!   

 

Media Type Example Title/Source Factual or Fictional? 
Crime 

Portrayed 
Notes on Representation 

Newspaper 
The Guardian – “Teen 

stabbed in London” 
Factual Violent crime 

Focus on youth violence, 
often sensational 

headlines 

Television     

Film     

Electronic Gaming     

Social Media     

Music     

 

PART 2: Answer the following questions in full sentences: 

1. Which media type do you think gives the most accurate portrayal of crime? Why?  

2. Which media type do you think influences public opinion the most? Give an example. 

3. How do fictional portrayals of crime (e.g., in films or games) differ from factual portrayals (e.g., in 

news or documentaries)? 

4. Do you think media representations of crime can lead to stereotyping? Explain with an example. 

PART 3: Choose one media type, then using Canva (link below) create a profile poster that shows how it represents 

crime. We would like to display these on our classroom wall. You will use Canva a lot in Unit 1 to create your own 

campaign materials in the controlled assessment sat in December. Link: Canva Website (you may need to sign up for 

an account to access features). You can watch a quick tutorial on how to use Canva here: Canva Tutorial. 

Include:  

- A title (e.g., “Crime in Video Games”) 

- At least two specific examples (e.g., GTA V, Watch Dogs)  

- Whether the portrayal is factual or fictional 

- Images, quotes, or headlines 

ACTIVITY 3: SPEED-TYPING COURSE  

 Link to Typing Course – Click Here! 

The Unit 1 (in Year 1) and Unit 3 (in Year 2) controlled assessments are computer based and require 

you to type your answers - therefore we are asking that you complete the following course on touch-

typing. Using the link above - create a free account and complete the intermediate typing course (you 

can complete the advanced one if you fancy an extra challenge). You should be aiming to achieve a 

typing speed between 40 & 60 wpm.  

HOW TO HAND YOUR WORK IN:  

• Activity 1 & 2: Please bring a hard copy of this work (either hand drawn or printed) to your first lesson.   

• Activity 3: Print a copy of the certificate provided and bring this to your first lesson.  

Good luck! We are looking forward to seeing you all in September. 

30 mins 

1 HOUR 

30 mins 

http://www.canva.com/
https://youtu.be/jzWxBuvwuwQ?si=4LLh00-L1hLAJ7Jg
https://www.typing.com/en-gb/student/lessons

