[image: ]Welcome to A Level English Language! We've prepared a selection of activities to give you a taste of the subject, ease you into the course, and hopefully spark your interest in the study of linguistics.


Please complete the following tasks and bring them to your first English lesson. You will need to submit your timeline, etymology research, and annotated script to your teacher during this session. If you create any digital resources, please either share them with your teacher or bring a printed copy.
Mandatory: 2 hours 
The English language is approximately 1,600 years old.
· Watch the video titled How did English evolve? - Kate Gardoqui
· Create a timeline of key events that have shaped the development of the English language. You may present this in any format you prefer (e.g., poster, digital timeline, infographic).
Mandatory: 2 hours 
English has over 170,000 words in everyday use. 
· Watch the video  Where do new words come from? - Marcel Danesi. 
· Research the origins of the following words. Present your findings in any format (e.g., slides, notes, poster, video):
	Quarantine
	Decimate
	Nightmare
	Clue

	Salary
	Avocado
	Nice
	Tantalise



Mandatory: 1 hour
English exists in many forms beyond the standard version taught in schools or used by tools like Word and Grammarly. One fascinating variety is Multicultural London English (MLE).
· Read the script extract from the BBC series Grime Kids, which tells the story of five kids forming their own garage crew in 2001.
· Highlight and annotate, or take notes on, how the characters use non-standard language specific to the MLE dialect. One example has already been provided to get you started.
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Optional: 2 hours
We will cover many different aspects of language during the course. If you want to gain an understanding of the kinds of topics we will cover, listen to an episode one or more of the following podcasts:
Lingthusiasm - Episodes
BBC Radio 4 - Word of Mouth - Available now
Episodes – The Vocal Fries Pod
The Allusionist (podcast) - Helen Zaltzman | Listen Notes
	Podcast
	Episode listened to
	What did you learn (brief notes)

	Lingthusiasm
	
	









	Word of mouth
	
	









	The Vocal Fries
	
	









	The Allusionist
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EXT. BOW - DAY 3

The boys cycle through bow. Laughing, singing, rapping. Cycle
past posters for “Knights of the Realm”. Past posters
promising life changing line ups in Ayia Napa later that
summer. Past rows of newspaper covered faces waiting at bus
stops. The National Lottery’s £5.7M Jackpot headlines.

BAYO
(to Bishop)
What? That weren’t the plan.

BISHOP

6th Form’s long. I can go college 3
days a week, still get my A Levels
and have enough time left over to
get a likkle part time job.
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BAYO
But we were supposed to all stay
together.

BISHOP
(to Bayo)
You man come college then init?

BAYO
You know my mum won’t have that.

Bishop shrugs.

BISHOP
I gotta start making money man.

DANE
(to the boys)
Speaking of, man’s trying to get on
one of them apprenticeship tings.

BAYO
What?

DANE
You know man’s got ADHD-

JUNIOR
~You ain’t got ADHD bro. You just
don’t listen.

BISHOP
Man’s a full time daydreamer.

DANE
Whatever. Some of us ain’t made for
the academic ting... If man didn’t
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