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WELCOME TO ENGLISH LITERATURE
	We've prepared a selection of activities to give you a taste of the subject, ease you into the course, and hopefully spark your interest in the study of literature.



Welcome
This booklet has been designed to give you a taste of A Level English Literature. Please complete the following tasks and bring them to your first English lesson. You can also hand in your work to your teacher on TEAMS and you will be guided through this process. 

You will explore:
· Powerful ideas across time
· Different voices and perspectives
· How writers shape meaning

You will also begin developing the key skills required for success: reading closely, thinking critically, and forming your own interpretations.

	Course Overview (OCR English Literature)
Across the two-year course, you will study a range of texts across drama, prose and poetry.
Key areas of study:
· Drama and Poetry (comparative study)
· Shakespeare 
· Modern and modernist prose
· Coursework (independent investigation)
· Unseen literary analysis



[bookmark: _Int_fzud5ZGh]"We are such stuff As dreams are made on..." (Prospero, 4.1 The Tempest)



	Assessment skills (what you will be developing):

	AO1
	Articulate informed, personal and creative responses to literary texts, using associated concepts and terminology, and coherent, accurate written expression.

	AO2
	Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in texts through language, structure and form

	AO3
	Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the contexts in which literary texts are written and received.

	AO4
	Explore connections across literary texts

	AO5
	Explore literary texts informed by different interpretations and viewpoints



Your Course Texts
· Shakespeare: The Tempest by William Shakespeare
· Drama: An Ideal Husband by Oscar Wilde and A Raisin in the Sun by Lorriane Hansberry
· Poetry: Selected poems of Christina Rossetti and Carol Ann Duffy (The World’s Wife)
· Prose: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Passing by Nella Larsen, Girl, Woman, Other by Bernadine Evaristo

Headstart Tasks 

Task 1: Reading Like a Literature Student
⏱ Guidance time: 1 hour
Focus: First impressions and interpretation
Below is an extract from Passing (Nella Larsen):
	“The trouble with Clare was, not only that she wanted to have her cake and eat it too, but that she wanted to nibble at the cakes of other folk as well.”



Your task:
Make notes on:
· What do you think this suggests about the character?
· What stands out to you in the language?
· What tone or mood is created?
· What questions does this raise?

Then write 5 bullet points answering:
What is the writer encouraging the reader to think or feel about Clare?

✅ What makes a strong answer?
· Clear, specific ideas (not vague)
· Reference to words or phrases in the text
· Willingness to explore uncertainty
· Independent thinking — not just “it shows…”

Task 2: Close Analysis
⏱ Guidance time: 1 hour
Focus: Language and meaning (AO2)
Below is a poem by Carol Ann Duffy:
	Little Red-Cap 
BY CAROL ANN DUFFY

At childhood’s end, the houses petered out

into playing fields, the factory, allotments

kept, like mistresses, by kneeling married men,

the silent railway line, the hermit’s caravan,

till you came at last to the edge of the woods.

It was there that I first clapped eyes on the wolf.


He stood in a clearing, reading his verse out loud

in his wolfy drawl, a paperback in his hairy paw,

red wine staining his bearded jaw. What big ears

he had! What big eyes he had! What teeth!

In the interval, I made quite sure he spotted me,

sweet sixteen, never been, babe, waif, and bought me a drink,


my first. You might ask why. Here’s why. Poetry.

The wolf, I knew, would lead me deep into the woods,

away from home, to a dark tangled thorny place

lit by the eyes of owls. I crawled in his wake,

my stockings ripped to shreds, scraps of red from my blazer

snagged on twig and branch, murder clues. I lost both shoes


but got there, wolf’s lair, better beware. Lesson one that night,

breath of the wolf in my ear, was the love poem.

I clung till dawn to his thrashing fur, for

what little girl doesn’t dearly love a wolf?

Then I slid from between his heavy matted paws

and went in search of a living bird—white dove—


which flew, straight, from my hands to his open mouth.

One bite, dead. How nice, breakfast in bed, he said,

licking his chops. As soon as he slept, I crept to the back

of the lair, where a whole wall was crimson, gold, aglow with books.

Words, words were truly alive on the tongue, in the head,

warm, beating, frantic, winged; music and blood.


But then I was young—and it took ten years

in the woods to tell that a mushroom

stoppers the mouth of a buried corpse, that birds

are the uttered thought of trees, that a greying wolf

howls the same old song at the moon, year in, year out,

season after season, same rhyme, same reason. I took an axe


to a willow to see how it wept. I took an axe to a salmon

to see how it leapt. I took an axe to the wolf

as he slept, one chop, scrotum to throat, and saw

the glistening, virgin white of my grandmother’s bones.

I filled his old belly with stones. I stitched him up.

Out of the forest I come with my flowers, singing, all alone.


Copyright Credit: Carol Ann Duffy, "Little Red-Cap" from The World’s Wife.  Copyright © 1999 by Carol Ann Duffy.  


Your task:
Identify 3 techniques (e.g. imagery, symbolism, narrative voice)
For each one, explain:
· What is the writer doing?
· What effect does it create?

Then write a short paragraph (100 –150 words):
How does Duffy shape ideas about growing up?

✅ What makes a strong answer?
· Accurate use of terminology
· Close reference to language
· Explanation of effects (not just identification)   

“It takes great courage to see the world in all its tainted glory, and still to love it. And even more courage to see it in the one you love”
― Oscar Wilde, An Ideal Husband

Task 3: Literature in Context
⏱ Guidance time: 1 hour
Focus: Context (AO3)
Choose ONE:
	· The Tempest by William Shakespeare
· An Ideal Husband by Oscar Wilde
· A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry



Step 1: Research
Find:
· When it was written
· One key theme, for example: Gender Roles and Marriage, The American Dream, Race and discrimination.
· What was happening in society at the time it was written/performed for the first time.
Step 2: Response
Answer:
How might context influence the ideas in this text?

Write:
· A short paragraph (150–200 words)
OR
· Bullet points

What makes a strong answer?
· Clear links between context and ideas
· Relevant, focused information
· Avoiding unnecessary detail

Task 4: Thinking Critically
⏱ Guidance time: 1 hour
Focus: Interpretation (AO5)
	“There is no single correct interpretation of a literary text.”



Your task:
[bookmark: _Int_o1jM7y61]Respond using bullet points or a short written response:
· Do you agree?
· Can interpretations differ? Why?
· Can an interpretation be wrong?

Task 5: Reading Reflection
⏱ Guidance time: 15–20 minutes
Write about something you have read recently:
· What it was about
· What interested you
· Whether it challenged your ideas
Optional Extension (Not Compulsory)
· Read part of one of your set texts, for example: Passing by Nella Larsen
· Watch a performance or adaptation, for example: RSC past productions of The Tempest
· Listen to a literature podcast, for example: BBC in our Time: The Great Gatsby

Submission Guidance
Bring your work to your first lesson.
This will not be formally graded — it helps us understand your starting point.

Final Thought:
We hope you enjoyed these tasks. 

Good readers question, explore and challenge ideas.
That is exactly what we will begin doing together.



[bookmark: _Int_O4CDgEmp]“So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.”
― F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby
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See you in September, Old Sport!  
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