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Course: Cambridge Technical Digital Media
Time: 3–4 hours total
Theme: Understanding Media, Audience and Myself
Overview
This project will help you prepare for your media course by exploring:
· Your own media habits
· How audiences are targeted
· How media represents people and cultures
· How genres work
· How to plan your own media idea
· Key words you’ll need to succeed
You only need internet access, a phone, or pen and paper.

Task 1: My Media World (Media Literacy Audit)
⏱️ Time: 45–60 mins
Step 1: Media Diary (15–20 mins)
Track all the media you use in one day.
Include:
· Social media
· Streaming (Netflix, YouTube etc.)
· Music / podcasts
· Games / news

Record:
· What you used
· How long for
· Why (entertainment, boredom, information etc.)

Step 2: Reflection (30–40 mins)
Answer:
· Which media do you use most and why?
· How do apps/platforms keep your attention?
· Who is the target audience for your favourite content?
· How might media influence your opinions or identity?
Stretch:
· Spot one example of bias or misinformation
· Identify one stereotype

Task 2: Representation & Cultural Capital
⏱️ Time: 45–60 mins
Step 1: Choose One Media Text
(e.g. film clip, TV show, advert, social video)
Step 2: Analyse It
Answer:
· Who is represented?
· Are any groups stereotyped or missing?
· What message does it send?
· Who is the target audience?

Step 3: Cultural Reflection
Write about:
· Media that has shaped your interests (films, games, music etc.)
· Genres you know well
· Genres you rarely watch
· How your background might affect how you interpret media

Task 3: Genre Research – Your Favourite Genre
⏱️ Time: 60 mins

Step 1: Watch 2 Clips
Choose any genre you enjoy (e.g. comedy, horror, action, romance, sci‑fi, thriller).
Watch two clips online.
Step 2: Genre Features Table
	Feature
	Your Genre

	Typical settings
	

	Sound/music
	

	Camera shots
	

	Lighting
	

	Characters
	



Step 3: Genre Conventions
Write:
· 4–5 key features of your genre
· Why audiences enjoy it
· How it makes viewers feel

Task 4: Plan Your Own Film Extract
⏱️ Time: 60–75 mins
Brief
Plan a 1–2 minute film extract in your chosen genre.
Step 1: Idea
Create:
· Title
· Genre
· Logline (one sentence summary)

Step 2: Planning
Target Audience
· Age
· Interests
· Why they would enjoy it
Narrative
· Beginning (setup)
· Middle (problem/tension)
· Ending (cliffhanger or resolution)
Mise-en-scène
· Location
· Props
· Costume
· Lighting

Step 3: Storyboard
Draw at least 12 frames showing your idea.
Include:
· Shot type
· Action
· Sound/music
(stick figures are fine!)
Task 5: Key Media Terminology
⏱️ Time: 30–45 mins
Understanding key terms will help you analyse and create media.
Step 1: Match or Define the Terms
Write a simple definition for each:
· Audience
· Target audience
· Genre
· Convention
· Representation
· Stereotype
· Narrative
· Mise-en-scène
· Camera shot (e.g. close-up, long shot)
· Editing
· Sound (diegetic / non-diegetic)

Step 2: Apply the Terms
Choose one media text and answer:
· Who is the target audience?
· What genre is it?
· Identify one stereotype or representation
· Describe one use of camerawork or sound
· What is the narrative?

Step 3: Why Terminology Matters
Write a short paragraph:
· Why is it important to use subject-specific vocabulary in media?

How to Submit
You can complete this as:
· Word (use this document)
· PowerPoint 
· PDF
· Photographed handwritten pages/photos
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