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Pop Music and Music Production Summer Work

Welcome to Vocational Music. We are really looking forward to you coming to join us in creating, performing and recording music in September, but in the meantime, we have put together a few tasks and projects for you to get you ready for September. 

If you are going to be studying on the Extended Diploma course, please have a look at all of the projects, otherwise just look at either the Pop or the Production ones (although if you are interested by the other projects, please have a go and then talk to us about studying these things further!). 

Hopefully you have already been using this time to practise your instrument, or if you have the equipment, creating music on your DAW.  It would be great if you could record some of what you have done so we can have a listen when you start with us (or send it through to me at the email below!). 

If you have any questions about any of these tasks, please don’t hesitate to email me; Andyw@richuish.ac.uk
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The Music Department


Aspen Recording Studios

Studio 1
Audient ASP8024HE Analog Desk
RedNet Technology
Genelec & KRK Monitors
ART & DBX Compressors
Lexicon FX 
Nord Electric Piano
Logic X

Studio 2
Allen and Heath ZEDR16 Desk
RedNet Technology
KRK Monitors
DBX Compressors
Logix X


Aspen Rehearsal Rooms

Three dedicated music rooms
Acoustic Piano

Two Band Rehearsal Spaces
Electric Drum Kit
Acoustic and Electric Piano
Bass Amplifier
Guitar Amplifiers
Vocal PA













Aspen Edit & Mac Suite

Edit Suite
Acoustic Piano
Allen and Heath QU-24 Digital DeskAllen and Heath SQ6 Digital Desk
KRK Speakers
Logic XLogic Pro X
Ableton LiteAbleton Live Lite
Mac Suite
Logic Pro X
Sibelius
Audient iD4 Audio Interfaces
Selection of MIDI Controller Keyboards
ARP Odyssey Analogue Synthesiser
Korg Minilogue Synthesiser
Arturia MiniBrute Synthesiser




Equipment Available to Loan

Dynamic and Condenser Microphones
Electric and Acoustic Guitars
Bass Guitars
PA Systems
Audio Interfaces
Portable Recording Equipment
Loop Pedals
Cables / Stands etc













Aspen Classrooms

Two dedicated classroom spaces with grand pianos and access to laptops











Pop Music and Music Production Students 

If you are doing either the single Pop Music course, or Production course, you should spend a total of 4 – 5 hours on the tasks. If you are doing the Extended Diploma full time course, you should spend 12 – 15 hours on the tasks and complete all tasks in this document.


Task One – Getting to know us

Watch the videos about the music department here 
Pop Music and Music Production - YouTube  







Task Two – Introduction to Music Theory

http://www.drawmusic.com/music-theory/intro


	Lesson 1: Introduction - Pop Music Theory
Lesson 1: Introduction Pop Music Theory is a free, online, music theory and songwriting course. Pop Music Theory starts at the beginning (no prior music knowledge required). Our goal is for you to learn to analyze how real songs are composed, and apply the ideas you learn to creating your own music. 
www.drawmusic.com




Task Three – Social Media
[image: ]
Like and subscribe to @Huishmusic on Instagram and Huish Music on YouTube. 
















Pop Music Students
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Task One – Songwriting

Have a look at this free online Song writing course:
https://assets.online.berklee.edu/handbooks/berklee-online-songwriting-handbook.pdf 
 
Create either a song, some chord sequences, riffs or rhythmic patterns that can be used in bands when we start in September. 
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Task Two 
Write one A4 page about the musical elements of your favourite song or genre 
OR 
Write about the social impact of your favourite band/artist. 





Music Production Students









These tasks are designed to help you arrive in September feeling confident using technology, listening critically, and understanding how music is made. There are no right or wrong answers—just show effort and curiosity

[image: https://www.huish.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/IMG_6585.jpg]
Task One – Music Apps

Lots of companies have released some free music apps. Moog, Korg and loads of others have released synth apps and music software so you can create your own sounds and make music. Find a couple of these that will either work on your phone (some are android or iPhone specific) or your computer and create some music and record it in any way you can.
[image: Saxophonists]
Write 3–5 sentences about how 
you made it and what you learned.







Task Two – Analysis of production elements of a song


Take 2 songs you enjoy listening to and analyze what you are hearing. Example
· Genre & tempo (approx BPM) 
· Structure (Intro / Verse / Chorus / Bridge) 
· Instrumentation 
· Effects used (reverb, delay, distortion, autotune, etc.) 
· Stereo field (what’s left/right/centre) 
· Dynamics (loud/quiet changes) 
· What you like about the production

Write down your findings on one side of A4. This can be in any form (Paragraphs, Bullet Points, Visual Diagrams, etc) 

Task Three – Research a role in the Music Industry
Choose one job role in the music industry and find out more about it.
This could be something like:
· Music Producer
· Mixing Engineer
· Mastering Engineer
· Sound Engineer
· Beatmaker
Research your chosen role and answer the following:
· What does this job involve? (What do they actually do?)
· What skills do you need to do this job well?
· What equipment or software might they use?
· Name an example of someone who does this job
· One interesting fact you found out
Write down your findings on one side of A4. This can be in any form (Paragraphs, Bullet Points, Visual Diagrams, etc) 







Things you will need in September:

Music Production students will need to get some headphones (if you are on a bursary, we can help with this!). Here are some examples of the kind of headphones that would be suitable at different price ranges:

AKG K52 Closed-Back Headphones- £32.30
https://www.gear4music.com/PA-DJ-and-Lighting/AKG-K52-Closed-Back-Headphones/1GVA?origin=product-ads&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwg8qzBhAoEiwAWagLrBH6D1nWT-ruR3w_uZHjIZYyiHMAXma4Uh3fYwWuehT1fFWdO4-2QBoC_IcQAvD_BwE

AKG K92 Closed Back Headphones, Black/Gold- £35.00
https://www.gear4music.com/PA-DJ-and-Lighting/AKG-K92-Closed-Back-Headphones-Black-Gold/1GVE?_gl=1*1yh6wcf*_up*MQ..*_ga*NTcxODQ0MjI3LjE3MTg4MDg5NDA.*_ga_0WF1R5QW3K*MTcxODgwODk0MC4xLjEuMTcxODgwOTE0NC4wLjAuMTY5NjM2OTcwMw..&gclid=CjwKCAjwg8qzBhAoEiwAWagLrDNtTSwr-r9hygWDQsu7zGLPg9exJHgxIZlTj-ev7tgDO2fiSb_9DxoCbeIQAvD_BwE 
Audio Technica ATH-M20x Monitor Headphones- £50.00
https://www.gear4music.com/Recording-and-Computers/Audio-Technica-ATH-M20x-Professional-Monitor-Headphones/X9B?origin=product-ads&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwg8qzBhAoEiwAWagLrDNtTSwr-r9hygWDQsu7zGLPg9exJHgxIZlTj-ev7tgDO2fiSb_9DxoCbeIQAvD_BwE
These are one of the most common headphones used in bulk in the studio and sound great for the price. The Bigger brother ATH-M750x has become the industry standard but are about £130 now
Pop Music Students will need:

Guitarists and Bass players will need their own jack leads (2 please so you have a spare)

Drummers will need your own sticks 

Singers, it would be good (and more hygienic) to have your own microphone the Shure SM58 is the industry standard if you can afford it (around £90) but there are cheaper alternatives. 

If you are struggling to find these, or have financial restraints, we can look at it when you start after the summer! 
[image: ]2
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